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CS VET COURSES 

 

• 20 JULY – PigVision Course 

Piggery management software is as crucial to the farm as feed, 
and just the same, it should be used and implemented 
appropriately.  

Join us for a course on how to use inputs and get useful farm 
management reports.  

 
Other courses to look out for: 

• 17 AUGUST – Farm Economics 

• 16 NOVEMBER – Ventilation Management 

 

PORK AROUND THE WORLD  

ARTICLE FROM PIG333.COM 

 

GLOBAL CORN AND SOYBEAN MARKET SITUATION 
ACCORDING TO USDA 

 

CORN 

Ukraine's corn exports are currently restricted due to the war, China seems to be looking for other 
suppliers in the world market. In that regard, Brazil could be a good candidate to be an alternative 
supplier for the remainder of the 2021/22 marketing year, as well as in the new 2022/23 crop as 
production has recovered from the previous cycle and exportable supply is expected to be sufficient 
until the end of the calendar year. Moreover, production and exports for the new season are forecast 
at a new record level. 



  
 

On May 23, China and Brazil announced that they had signed a protocol on phytosanitary 
requirements, which would allow the export of Brazilian corn to China. However, in the event that 
large volumes are negotiated, a reconfiguration of global trade flows of the grain could be expected. 

 

SOYBEANS 

Both soybean oil and crude oil have exhibited dramatic price increases throughout 2022. Precisely, 
at the beginning of June, soybean oil prices have risen by more than a third in the United States and 
by 20% in South America. This is occurring in parallel with the increase in oil prices, which rose by 
45% in the same period. 

In the first decade of the 2000s, rising energy prices were the main driver of vegetable oil prices. 
However, the current situation is different, as the increase in oil values reflects the shortage of world 
supply, which is a consequence of the droughts that affected production in Canada and South 
America, together with the events occurring in Ukraine and the trade restriction policies in some 
countries, this has reduced the stocks available for export. Although neither market is directly 
affecting the prices of the other, higher energy values could eventually push soybean prices even 
higher, as their consumption for energy use would be promoted. 

 

CS VET NUTRITION – SILO MAINTENANCE 

JD MOSTERT – CS VET NUTRITIONIST 

 

Ensuring that the best quality feed is produced and delivered to the farm is a long and involved process, 
after which we tend to think that the job is done. But on-farm management of this valuable resource 
should be an ongoing task. 

Once the feed is delivered into a silo, the quality thereof can be changed significantly and will influence 
production just as much. The maintenance of the feeding system and the storage silo will help prevent 
deterioration of the feed until its fed to the animal. By following a few easy procedures and maintaining 
the system in good working order, feed quality can be kept as high as possible. 

Emptying silos between batches might sound easy and might be the routine procedure for all-in-all-
out buildings, but not for continuous houses such as sow housing. Make sure that the silo is not just 
empty, but sweep it out and, if time permits 
drying, spray it out – as to get rid of all dust. 
Make sure that all the corners and cone is 
clean and free from crusts.  

Once empty, it is the ideal time to do some 
maintenance. Make sure that the lid is fully 
functional and will keep water out. If the team 
on the ground can open and close the lid 
without having to climb up, it is more likely to 



  
 

be closed. Get inside the silo and see if there are any cracks due to rust, which allows moisture to 
enter.  

The silo's boot (where the cone ends and the auger picks up feed) should be functional and should 
also seal properly. This will prevent feed spillage and access to rodents to feed.  

The list of these practical good procedures is endless - start with the basics and see where the feed 
quality could be compromised.   

For more information, contact JD at nutrition@csvet.co.za 
 

DISEASE FOCUS – GLÄSSERS DISEASE 

DR ALEXANDER WESTERINK 
 

Glässer’s disease is caused by a bacteria known as Haemophilus parasuis. The bacterium resides in the 
nasal cavity of most pigs and normally doesn't cause illness. There are many different strains, with only 
some of these causing clinical disease.  

The disease often occurs after stressful events such as weaning, changes in environment, co-mingling, 
or as co-infection with other disease agents. It typically occurs in pigs from 3 weeks old to 4 months 
of age. When the disease occurs in younger piglets it can be associated with a failure in transfer of 
maternal immunity (immunity through colostrum). Acute outbreaks can cause high mortality rates, 
while it is also an important cause of pleuritis seen in lungs at the abattoir. 

CLINICAL SIGNS 

The bacterium causes inflammation to the surface of the lungs (pleuritis), heart (pericarditis), abdominal 
organs (peritonitis), joints (arthritis) and brain (meningitis). 
 
Common signs may include: 

• Fever and depression 
• Coughing  
• Abdominal breathing 
• Swollen joints 
• Nervous signs (paddling, tremors, incoordination) 
• Decreased growth rate 
 

 
POST-MORTEM FINDINGS:  

• Pleuritis (adhesions between lungs and chest cavity) 
• Peritonitis (adhesions between intestinal surfaces 

with fibrin strands)  
• Polyarthritis (multiple joints affected with arthritis)  
• Fluid filled cavities (straw coloured) 
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DIAGNOSIS 

Diagnosis is usually based on herd history, clinical signs, and post-mortem findings. Bacterial isolation 
of this organism is very difficult. Detection of the organism can be done by PCR.  

Samples for PCR detection can be taken as follows; fresh lung samples (or affected organs), swabs of 
lung and intestinal linings and nasal swabs in live pigs. 

CONTROL AND TREATMENT 

Glässer’s is sensitive to a wide range of antibiotics - amoxycillin’s generally work well against this 
disease. It is important to begin treatment of affected groups as early as possible due to the acute 
nature of Glässer’s disease. 

Should the disease be a problem in suckling pigs, treatment can be aimed at reducing the bacterial load 
in sows by treating them in-feed. Should the disease be a problem in post-weaning pigs, in water or 
in-feed medication regimes should then be followed. 

Stress is an important initiator of Glässer’s disease in post-weaned pigs; attention to reducing stress 
during weaning is very important. 

Commercial vaccines are available and can be used strategically in problematic herds. 

 

FROM LABON26 – STERILISATION & DISINFECTION 
 

STERILIZATION 
Sterilization uses a physical or chemical procedure to destroy all microbial life, 
including highly resistant bacterial endospores 
 

• Wet heat (Autoclave)  
Autoclaving is the most popular method of lab sterilization. This process uses pressurized steam to 
heat the item that requires sterilization. Autoclaving is an incredibly effective procedure. It will kill 
all microbes, spores, and viruses.   
 
• Dry heat 
Dry heat sterilization involves raising the temperature of an item to 163° Celsius or higher under 
normal air pressure. We use dry heat sterilization daily, and not just in the laboratory. When we 
cook meat or poultry in an oven, we’re utilizing dry heat sterilization to remove the bacteria and 
microbes. 

 
DISINFECTION 
Disinfection uses a liquid chemical to eliminate all pathogenic microorganisms, except for bacterial 
spores. The effectiveness is influenced by the kind and number of organisms, the amount of organic 
matter, the object to be disinfected, and chemical exposure time, temperature, and concentration. 



  
 

There are many types of liquids used for disinfecting, but the two most frequently used in the 
laboratory are 70% Ethanol and Chlorine. 

 
• 70% Ethanol 
Prepared by the laboratory personnel using methanol and distilled water. When using it, the water 
denatures protein of the microorganism while the ethanol penetrates the cell wall and spreads to 
the protein of the cell to kill the microorganism. 

• Chlorination 
Chlorination is the process of adding chlorine to drinking water to kill parasites, bacteria, and 
viruses. Different processes can be used to achieve safe levels of chlorine in drinking water or at 
higher levels to achieve disinfection. 

 

For more information, contact Ayanda at lab@csvet.co.za 

 

BEREAVEMENT NOTICE – MR SANELE NGWENYA 

 

It is with great sadness and heavy hearts that we inform you of the passing of Mr Sanele Ngwenya. 

Sanele started working at CS Vet in January 2020 as an animal health technician, doing pregnancy 
scans, training, and assisting in biosecurity audits and the storeroom. 

He was not just an employee at CS Vet, but also a friend to many. We will miss his energy, commitment, 
kind nature and joyful smile more than words can express. 

We keep his family in our prayers during this difficult time. 

 

 

 

Rest in Peace our beloved colleague & friend 

Sanele ‘Schumi’ Ngwenya 

20/08/1981 - 11/06/2022 
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